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P  S  A  L  iVI  c vi. 

Part  of  the  30th  and  31ft  Verfes. 

So  the  plague  was  flayed ! — And  that 
was  counted  to  him  for  Righteoufnefs , 
unto  all  generations  for  evermore. 


"U  H  E  hiftory,  to  which,  thefe  words  relate, 
is  that  very  remarkable  one,  of  “  Phi- 
“  neas,  the  fen  of  Eleazar  as  recorded 

in  the  xxvth  chapter  of  the  book  of  Numbers ; 
whofe  zeal,  in  the  caufe  of  God,  and  the  Service 
of  his  brethren,  in  confequence  of  it,,  was  fo  ac¬ 
ceptable  in  the  Divine  light,  as  to  derive  a  blef- 
ling  upon  it ; — and  in  its  event,  to  avert  the 
fword  of  the  avenging  angel,  which  had  been 
already  drawn,  and  very  fatally  exerted ;  to  the 
deftrudtion  of  no  lefs,  than  “  twenty  and  four 
‘ £  thoufand  of  the  people  of  Jfrael  /’  ’ 

The  general,  moral,  leffon,  deducible  from 
this  paffage  of  holy  fcripture,  will,  naturally, 
geft  to  us,  fuch  confiderations,  as,  without 

B  regard 
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regard  to  11  itching  ears ,”  fhall  be,  in  their  in¬ 
tention,  at  leaft,  better  calculated,  to  affedt  our 
hearts  ;  and,  fo  far,  in  fome  meafure,  to  anfwer 
the  honour,  of  my  prefent  appointment,  and  the 
end  of  this  truly  charitable  aflembly  ! — In  or¬ 
der  to  which,  it  fhall  be  my  endeavour,  in  the 
plaineft  manner,  to  engage  your  attention,  to 
the  following,  obvious,  reflections. 

Firft.  That,  in  any  way,  or  manner,  to 
confult  and  promote  the  prefervation  or  happi- 
nefs  of  our  fellow-creatures,  as  Men ;  of  the  fame 
common  origin,  and  family,  with  us,  is  our 
proper,  and  natural,  duty!- — But,  that,  this 
duty,  becomes  the  more  cogent,  and  incumbent 
upon  us,  as  Chrijiians ; — “fellow  citizens ,  of  oner 
Si  and  the  fame  hope  ; — the  Jame  inheritance  of 
“  our  high  calling  in  Chrijl  Jefus  / — 

Secondly.  That,  the  fcheme,  before  us ;  the 
support,  and  encouragement,  of  which,  we  are, 
at  this  time,  met  together,  to  countenance,  is  a 
m oft  exemplary  inftance  of  the  kind  ! — Our  ob¬ 
ligation,  therefore,  on  the  ftrength  and  evidence 
of  both  thefe  principles,  to  difcharge  this  duty, 
to  the  utmoft  of  our  power,  will  follow,  as  a  ne- 
cefiary  inference,  to  be  obferved  in  the  third 
place  ! — And  give  a  fan  dt  ion,  as  I  hope,  to  a 

fhort. 
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fiiorf.  and  fuccefsful,  application,  of  the  whole, 
under  God’s  bleffing,  to  the  purpofe,  for  which 
it  fhall  be  defigned  1 

That  God  Almighty  fhould  have  {C  formed 
“  man,  out  of  the  duff  of  the  earth  ;” — breathed 
into  him,  the  “  breath  of  life  ;” — and  be  no 
farther  follicitoue  for  his  fafety  and  well-being, 
in  a  world,  in  which  he  had  placed  him,— 
would  be,  to  frame  an  idea  of  the  fupream 
Being,  not  beyond  that,  of  the  moft  “  foolijti'’ 
of  his  creatures,  the  ojlrich ,  as  defcribed  by  holy 
Job;  “  who  leaveth  her  eggs  in  the  fand ;  and 
“  careth  not ,  what  foot  floould  crufh  them  /” — - 
Such  a  conception  as  this,  is  not  lefs  impious, 
than  abfurd,  to  entertain ! — There  being  no 
truth,  in  nature,  more  notorious,  than  that, 
which  St.  Paul  thought  good,  to  feleft,  and  ap¬ 
prove,  amongft  the  many  of  the  kind,  which 
offer  themfelves  to  our  notice,  even  in  heathen 
writings;  viz.  that  “  in  him  we  live  and  move , 
‘ £  and  have  our  being  / — for  we  are  his  offspring  /’  ’ — - 
and  confequently,  the  continual  obje&s,  of  hi$ 
fatherly  care,  and  watchful  providence,  over 
us ! — But,  as  in  every  other  work  of  his  crea¬ 
tion,  (univerfally  upheld  by  his  almighty  hand, 
and  influence)  he  has  been  pleafed  fo  to  eftablifh 
the  courfe,  and  order,  of  things,  that  one  part, 

B  2  or 


[ 4  ] 

or  movement,  uniformly  depends  upon  that  of 
another,  towards  a  due  regulation  of  the  whole 
machine  ; — fo,  is  it,  in  regard  to  Man  more 
particularly  ! — who,  on  his  original  formation, 
pronounced,  by  his  Maker,  to  be  a  focial  creature, 
and  that  u  it  was  not  good  for  him  to  be  alone,” — 
muft,  in  a  great  variety  of  inftances,  know  his 
welfare,  to  be  fubordinate,  to  a  fuitable  com¬ 
munication,  of  offices  and  fervices,  from  others ; 
which  are,  reciprocally  due ;  and  more,  or 
lefs,  to  be  mutually  expected  ! — For,  in  what¬ 
ever  character  of  life  we  are,  or  coiffider  our- 
felves,  we  ftand  in  hourly  need  of  affiftance, 
from  without  us ;  fuch,  as  is  expedient,  if  not 
effential,  to  the  eafe,  and  comfort,  of  our  earthly 
oilgrimage ;  and  without  which,  even  in  our 
Deft  eftate,  we  ffiould  be  but  miferable, — Ab- 
ftrafled  from  fuch  help,  the  animal  world, 
would  have  greatly  the  advantage,  over  the  ra¬ 
tional  one.  Brutes,  having,  in  the  circle  ap¬ 
pointed  for  them  to  a£t  in.  Two  ends ,  only,  to 
purfue  ! — Both  which,  they  are  directed  to,  and 
enough  enabled  to  fulfil,  by  an  inherent,  as  well 
as  effectual  knowledge ! — “  They  toil  not,  neither 
“  do  they  fpin,”  for  raiment,  dwelling,  or  any 
other  temporary  emolument  1 — The  full,  and 
innocent,  gratification  of  all  their  wants,  is  be¬ 
fore  them  !- — And,  even  in  extraordinary  cafes, 

where 
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where  phyfick  may  be  necefTary  for  them,  every 
field  affords  their  medicine ;  and  Inftind:  is  their 
phyfician. — “  The  lot  and  portion  of  our  in- 
“  heritance,”  is  very  different. — From  our  pe¬ 
culiar  mechanifm,  and  conftitution,  (to  extend 
the  comparifon  no  farther)  we  are  fubjedt  to  in¬ 
numerable  “  changes,  and  chances,”  in  point 
of  health,  efpecially  ! — “  So  fearfully  and  won- 
“  derfully  made,”  that  even  an  hour’s  continu¬ 
ance  in  life,  is  a  conffant  miracle! — But,  hap¬ 
pily  for  us,  as  free- agents,  and  focial  beings,  we 
are,  in  fome  meafure,  capacitated,  to  aflift,  and 
alleviate,  each,  his  brother’s  infirmities ! — And 
though  we  have  no  abfolute  power,  over  our 
own  lives,  or  thofe  of  others,  as  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance,  prolongation,  or  deftrudtion,  of  them, 
which  is,  intirely,  under  God’s  direction, — yet, 
are  we  moved,  and  inftrudted,  upon  experimental 
knowledge,  and  from  the  ordinary  principles  of 
humanity,  to  make  them,  as  eafy,  or  tolerable, 
to  us,  as  poffible. —  Admitting  this,  which, 
furely,  is  truth,  and  obvious  to  every  under- 
ftanding  ; — how  does  the  duty  Rife,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  our  reflection,  that  we  are  profeft  Chrii- 
tians ! — Born,  and  educated,  as  fuch  ;  and,  of 
confequence,  equally,  and  “  without  refpedt  of 
u  perfons,”  the  “  fons  of  adoption  !” — whofe 
common  “  Father,”  and  moft  gracious  Re- 
i  warder 
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warder  !c  is  in  heaven  — and  who  has  made  it 
the  indifpenfable  condition  of  our  future  union 
with  him,  that  “  under  the  veil,  and  weaknefs, 
“  of  thefe  our  flefhly  tabernacles,  we  fhould  be 
“  like  him  !" — So  far  forth,  as  we  are  capable  of 
being  fo,  in  an  imitation  of  his  more  darling 
attributes ! — The  principal  of  which,  mu  ft  be 
Love  ! — Exemplified,  in  infinite  inftances,  of  his 
pity,  towards  us,  from  the  creation,  to  the  re¬ 
demption,  of  mankind  1 — Hence  it  is,  that,  we 
are,  fo  often,  and  fo  very  pathetically,  admo- 
nifhed,  to  be  tc  merciful,  as  he  is  merciful  1” — • 
That  is,  to  embrace  every  occafion, — to  be  wil¬ 
fully  remifs,  or  wanting  on  no  one ,  that  may 
properly  offer  itfelf, — to  exp  refs  our  thankful- 
nefs  to  him,  for  his  many  general,  and  fpecial, 
benefits,  conferred  upon  us ;  by  a  fimilar,  how¬ 
ever  imperfedt,  practice,  of  univerfal  affedtion  to 
our  fellow-creatures !  — 

And,  here,  in  common  juPcice,  be  it  obferved, 
and  without  flattery  to  the  known  charadteriftick 
ol  this  nation, —  that,  were  its  morals,  as  irre¬ 
proachable, — as  uniform,  and  exemplary, — in 
every  other  point,  and  inftance,  of  virtue,  as  in 
that  of  charity, — -this,  our  Sion,  would  be  lite¬ 
rally,  “  the  Glory ,  as  well  as  the  Joy,  of  the 
“  whole  earth  1” — Many,  and  various,  having 
been  the  lebemes,  jointly  fuggefted,  from  “  the 

“  lav/, 
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{C  law,  naturally  written  in  our  hearts,”  as  from 
the  operations  of  Divine  grace, — to  contribute 
towards  the  advancement  of  this  great  leffon 
of  our  moft  holy  religion  ! — Schools,  and  ho- 
fpitals,  of  almoft  every  kind,  and  denomination, 
have  been  legally  eftablifhed,  and  abundantly 
endowed,  in  thefe  kingdoms,  from  the  dawning 
of  the  Reformation,  to  this  day,  in  larger  pro¬ 
portion,  and  with  more  probable  views,  of  pro¬ 
moting  the  true  purpofes  of  Christianity,  than 
for  fome  centuries  before  !  (whatever  Romanift 
gainfayers,  may,  rafhly,  or  vainly,  objedt,  upon 
this  fubjedt,  in  contradidfion  to  the  cleareft  evi¬ 
dence  ])■ — Much  the  greater,  and  moft  munifi¬ 
cent,  examples,  of  the  fort,  within  this  opulent 
metropolis,  at  leaft,  are  of  later  foundations ! — ■ 
The  more  recent,  and  every  way,  worthy,  ob~ 
jedts,  of  a  more  fafhionable  piety, — the  found- 
ling ,  —  the  orphan , — even  the  penitent  harlot , — ■ 
have,  each,  their  proper  afylum  1 — Nor  do  we,, 
either  envy,  or  repine  at,  the  feveral  encourage¬ 
ments,  which  they  have  fo  amply  received,  from 
the  favour  of  publick,  or  private,  benefadtors. 
Be  it  allowed,  only,  that  the  fcheme  before  us, 
has  its  proper,  and  peculiar  merit,  'Sufficient  to 
juftify  its  title  to  a  joint  countenance,  and  ap¬ 
probation,  of  it,  as  “  a  work  and  labour,  of 
“  equal  love;” — and  we  afk  no  more. — That 


m 

it  deferves  fuch  diftindion,  I  am,  in  the  method 
of  my  difcourfe  to  prove  ; — or  rather,  in  a  cur- 
fory  manner,  to  obferve  ; — as  fo  felf-evident  a 
proportion,  needs  no  demonftration,— -In  fpeak- 
ing  to  which,  I  fhall  purpofeiy  fuperfede  all 
mention  of  one  great  point,  ftridly  and  impar¬ 
tially  regarded,  in  the  condud  of  this  charity, — 
that,  our  doors,  are,  ever  open,  to  each  dif- 
trefsful  objed  of  it,  already  infeded  ;  who  can 
find  humanity  enough,  only,  from  fome  timely- 
affifting  hand,  to  convey,  and  enter,  them,  into 
this  Bethefda  !  Becaufe,  this  is  a  fad,  u ni ver¬ 
bal  ly  acknowledged,  and  alike  applauded  by  all 
who  know  it. — Whereas,  a  fecond,  no  lefs  me¬ 
ritorious  branch  of  our  inftitution,  has  not  been 
fo  altogether  happy,  as  to  efcape  “  the  fi  r  if  e  '  of 
pens,  and  “  tongues,”  in  oppofition  to  it  !-— 
Yet,  even  here,  my  zeal,  in  favour  of  this 
caufe,  might  fairly  reft  ;  on  a  firm  perfuafion, 
that  every  fpecious,  candid,  argument  ;  and 
much  more  every  ferious  one,  againft  inoculation, 

has  been,  long  fince  anfwered, - agreeably,  at 

leaft,  to  the  ftate  and  light,  in  which  fuch  argu¬ 
ments  have  appeared,  to  abler  advocates. - But, 

with  all  due  deference,  be  it  faid, —  one  pri¬ 
mary,  and  moft  popular  error,  feems  to  have 
been,  fomewhat  too  haftily,  and  inconfiderately, 
admitted,  as  if  carrying  a  weight  with  it,  which, 

in 
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in  fad,  it  has  not, - and  therefore  much  un- 

neceftary  labour  of  reafoning,  might  have  been 
fpared,  in  refped  to  the  fin  ol  Prefumption,  with 
which  this  pradice  is  too  commonly  charged, 
had  it  been  duly  confidered,  as  nothing  more, 
or  other,  than  what  it,  merely,  is, — a  begging 
of  the  queftion. — For,  it  by  no  means  follows, 
unlefs  from  a  very  uncharitable  fuppofition,  it 
not  a  generally  falfe  one,  that  became  we  life  a 
fecondary  method,  pointed  out  to  us,  to  pro¬ 
mote  our  health,  our  fortunes,  or  any  other  ad¬ 
vantage,  in  this  world,  that  in  Inch  cafe,  there¬ 
fore,  we  muft,  and  do  abfolutely  renounce,  or 
difregard,  God’s  Providence,  and  fuperintenden- 
cy,  over  us,  as  wholly  trufling  in  that  method ,  to 
obtain  our  end  ;  abftraded  from  any  influence 
or  fandion,  of  his  bleffing  upon  it  ! — No ; 
u  the  lot  is  caft  into  the  lap  ;  but  the  whole 
“  difpofal,  'or  judgment,  of  it,  is  of  the  Lord.” — 
And  they  muft  be  truly  Fools ,  in  the  Scripture 
fenle  of  this  reproachful  name,  who  can  think 
or  believe  otherwife.  We  read,  indeed,  of  one 
king  of  Ifrael,  who  feems  to  have  been  thus  ri- 
diculoufly  wicked,  and  his  punifhment  was  ade¬ 
quate  to  his  crime, — “  God  fmote  him,”  fays 
the  text,  “  bccaufe  he  turned  unto  the  phyfici- 
“  ans,  and  not  unto  the  Lord  !” — 'Phis  behavi¬ 
our,  from  a  prince  of  exemplary  piety,  as  A  fa  is 

C  defcribed 
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defer ibed  to  have  been,  is  a  fingle  indance,  of 
its  kind  ; — recorded,  indeed,  in  Holy  Writ,  and 
therefore  requiring  a  greater  attention  to  it ; — 
yet,  an  indance,  perhaps,  not  to  be  too  rigidly 
underdood,  or  too  hadily  acquiefced  in;  becaufe 
imputable,  poffibly,  to  dotage,  only,  or  mere 
incogitancy  ! — but  which,  if  Perveriely  aferibed 
to  him,  in  the  word:  condrudion,  and  with  all 
the  aggravation,  the  fa£t  will  bear  ; — proves  no 
more,  than  what  is  univerfally  agreed  ;  namely, 
that  Prefumption,  is  a  Sin,  ot  the  deeped  die !  — 
and  to  be  very  carefully  guarded  againd,  “  that, 
“  it  get  not,  the  dominion,  over  us  !” — yet, 
will  the  practice  of  Inoculation,  dand  unim¬ 
peached,  as  unaffected  by  it,  till  the  charge  is 
iu p ported  ;  by  more  general  tedimonies,  than 
hi  dory,  or  experience,  have,  hitherto,  been  able 
to  furnifh  us  with  !  A  podtive  denial  of  its  truth, 
is  a  fufficient  anfwer,  to  a  podtive  affirmation  of 
it. — And  in  the  mean  while,  a  caution  againd 
the  guilt  of  it,  is,  only,  not  unneceffary,  as  the 
fear  of  incurring  it,  is  hardly  to  be  apprehended, 
from  any  rational  creature,  capable  of  under- 
danding  it  1 

This  Objection,  tranfiently  obferved,  I  am 
tempted,  in  the  fame  curfory  manner,  to  men¬ 
tion  a  fecond  ;  which,  however  formidable,  the 
face  of  it,  on  its  hrd  glare,  will,  on  the  dighted 

examination, 
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examination,  be  found  no  lefs  “  light,  and 
“  m vcmting  in  weight on  the  balance  of  calm 
reafoning. 

— To  increafe  the  Infedtion, — to  extend  the 
Deadly  venom,  of  a  Plague,  which  many  might 
have  efcaped,  had  they  not  been  expofed  to  it, 
by  an  officious,  ill-timed,  intrulion  of  it  into 
their  nearer  neighbourhood,  carries  with  it,  to 
our  firft,  fudden,  thought,  an  imputation,  of 
great,  and  premeditated  Cruelty  ! — But,  be  it 
remembered,  that  this  mifehief  does  not,  natu¬ 
rally,  or  neceffiirily,  arife,  from  the  ufage  of 
Inoculation,  but  from  the  careleffnefs,  and  ar¬ 
bitrary  irregularity,  of  too  many  unthinking 
Private  perfons ,  concerned  in  the  conduct,  and 
Indifcreet  execution  of  it  ! — whofe  “  bowels  of 
“  mercy,  yearn”  only  for  the  advancement  of 
their  own,  or  their  friends,  narrow,  felfifh,  in- 
tereft  ! — not  folicitous,  or  generous  enough,  to 
enlarge  their  minds,  to  any  care,  or  tendernels, 
for  the  community  ! — Hence,  it  may,  too  un¬ 
happily  have  fallen  out,  (there  being  no  efta- 
bliffied  law,  as  yet,  ordained,  to  prevent  it) 
that,  the  allegation,  may  be,  in  fome  meafure, 
true  ! — That  “  the  Peftilence  ”  has,  poffibly, 
been  diffufed,  and  made  too  frequent  havock, 
where  it  never  might  have  reached ;  had  it  not 
been  introduced,  by  negligence,  or  indifference; 
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and  where  the  lea  ft  degree  of  Reflection  might 
have  ferved,  to  corredl,  if  not  totally  to  have 
prevented  the  Contagion ! — Let  the  “  Sin 
“  be  laid,”  where  only  it  is  juftly  imputable, 
u  at  their  door,”  if  Thofe  there  are,  who 
have  been  the  inconfiderate  authors  of  fuch  Ca¬ 
lamity  ! — A  ware  of  the  Objection,  it  has  been 
ever  the  wifh, — the  fcheme,  and  purpofe,  of  this 
fociety, — to  obviate  it,  to  the  utmoft  of  their 
power ; — and  fo  far  forth,  as  they  have  been 
enabled  to  do  fo,  and,  the  nature,  and  circum- 
ftances  ot  the  cafe,  would  admit  of  it,  —  no  en¬ 
deavours,  of  any  kind,  were,  Originally  wanting^ 
or  have  been  hnce  Neglected,- — lo  to  htuate  our 
Lazarett,  as,  if  poffible,  to  have  had,  and 
nu r fed  our  Lepers,  altogether  “  without  the 
“  camp  ; — But  this  being  found  impradficable, 
their  next  great  care,  has  been,  fo  to  Diredt  and 
Regulate  it, — that  as  far  as  human  forefight  may 
avail,  to  the  prevention  of  it,  “  the  Clean  ’  may 
not  be  endangered,  by  an  infection  from  u  the 
u  Unclean ,”  on  the  account  of  any  unguarded 
ill  confequence,  of  our  common  pity,— -our  view, 
and  hope,  under  God’s  more  immediate  bleffing, 
and protedtion,  topreferve  the  lives  of  Thoufands  1 
To  this,  and  other  good  ends,  it  is  owing,  that, 
the  foundation,  of  a  New  Additional,  Improve¬ 
ment,  has  been  happily  laid-  and  a  Superftruc- 
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ture  raifed,in  proportion  to  our  abilities; — which 
awaits  its  furtherance,  from  the  expected  favour, 
of  the  fame  All-gracious  Being,  which  has,  hither¬ 
to,  fo  vifibly  attended  us ; — and  will,  1  truff, 
through  the  operation  of  his  grace,  continue  to 
open,  and  warm  the  hearts  of  every  zealous  - 
friend,  to  this  inftitution,  towards  a  Ipeedy  com¬ 
pletion,  of  all  that  may  be  judged  wanting,  to 
render  it,  a  PerfeEl  pattern ,  of  its  kind  ! 

There  occurs  only  a  third  Cavil  for  me  to  re¬ 
mark  ;  and  this,  in  regard  to  the  practice  of 
Inoculation,  in  general  ; — and  the  rather,  as  it 
is  a  Recent  one  ;  much  exaggerated,  if  not  de~ 
fignedly  mifre  prefen  ted  ; — and  briefly,  this  ! — 
that,  “  on  a  computation  made  or  the  feveral  Pa- 
“  tients,  in  this  way,  throughout  England; — - 
“  more  examples,  of  mifearriage,  have  happened, 

“  within  few  years  paid,  than  in  many  before!” — 
Now,  fuppofing  this  to  be  true,  which  is  by  no 
means  clear, — is  it  an  event  to  be  greatly  won¬ 
dered  at,  when  this  practice  is  become  almoft 
univerfal  ?  Is  there  to  be  found  a  town,  or  even 
a  village,  of  any  note,  where  it  has  not  pre¬ 
vailed?  And  are  there  not  numberlefs  Empiricks, 
in  each  of  them,  without  education,  without 
the  fhadow  of  knowledge,  who  have,  at  all 
hazards,  without  diftindtion  of  fex,  or  age,  or 
feafon,  or  conffitution,  even  in  times,  of  Epi- 
5  demick, 
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demick,  Putrid,  fevers,  (which  was  the  known 
unhappy  ftate  of  One  of  the  Two  laft  preceding 
years)  indifcriminately  admitted  every  patient 
offered  to  them! — Regardlefs,  even  of  thofe  Pre¬ 
cautions,  which,  though  Ordinary  fenfe  might 
ferve  to  fugged:,  as  right,  or  neceffary,  yet  is 
there  a  ftrength  and  happinefs  of  judgment,  as 
well  as  a  proportionate  degree  ot  Ikill,  ablo- 
lutely  reqnifite  towards  a  due  and  fuccefsful  ufe 
of  them. — Such  milcarriages,  therefore,  had  they 
really  fallen  out,  might  be  well,  and  reafona- 
bly,  accounted  for  ;  as,  wholly  chargeable,  to 
the  rafhnefs,  and  hardinefs,  of  thefe  all-enter- 
prizing  ignorants ! — For  though  fome  of  the 
Firft  practitioners,  in  this  way,  as  originally  ex- 
ercifing  it,  in  the  Eaft,  come  not  recommended 
to  us  under  the  higheft  characters  for  learning, 
or  under Handing, — certain  it  is,  that,  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  it,  has  improved,  aimed:  to  an  infallibi¬ 
lity,  fince  its  principles  have  been  duly  canvaf- 
fed,  and  effectually  efcablifhed  on  the  maxims 
of  true  phyfical  philofophy  ! — From  whence,  it 
follows,  by  obvious  inference,  that  Phyficians 
only ,  or  fuch,  who  juftly  deferve  that  title, 
fhould  be  permitted  to  be  the  directors  of  it ! — 
In  the  mean  while,  let  thofe,  who  may  have 
been  unwarily  milled,  into  a  belief  of  this  lafl- 
mentioned  Cavil,  as  a  truth,  take  the  proper 
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pains,  to  inform,  and  Set  themfelves  right,  in 
this  point,  and  they  will  find  but  very  few  in- 
ftances,  of  the  many  reported, — wantonly  in¬ 
vented, — not  to  fay  malicioully  propagated, — 
by  its  chiefeft  enemies,  Prejudice,  and  Superfti- 
tion,  but  what  will  appear  to  have  been  falfe  and 
groundless  ! — 

There  remains  one  thing  more  to  be  barely 
intimated  under  this  head! — That,  admitting  a 
Supposition,  Ingenious,  at  leaf!, — but  whether 
True,  or  Falfe,  befide  my  immediate  province, 
(as  the  proper  fubjed  of  another  profellion)  to 
difeufs, — namely,  that,  there  are  fuch  peculiar, 
latent,  feeds,  of  this  particular  diftemper,  natu¬ 
rally  inherent,  in  our  Several  constitutions, — the 
Fatality  of  which,  we  have,  on  fad  experience, 
too  juft  reafons,  to  be  fufpicious  of; — which 
owe  their  deadly  maturity,  to  fome  occafional, 
cafual,  rife,  and  Secret,  in  our  frame,  and  tex¬ 
ture  ;  and  which,  therefore,  may  not  be  the 
portion,  of  every  individual  fon  of  Adam,  to 
undergo  the  trial  of, — (an  hypothefis,  which  I 
am  neither  anxious,  nor  qualified  to  defend). — 
To  corred,  or  to  prevent  the  baleful  fruit,  from 
ripening,  to  our  deftrudion,  fo  far  as  may  be 
pojjlble  for  us,  to  Prefcribe,  or  to  Procure,  an 
Antidote,  againft  it,  muft,  Surely,  be  confeft, 
to  be  matter  of  Prudence  at  leaft, — not,  to  fay, 
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an  Obligation  upon  us.  And  the  more  fo,  as, 
in  fupport  of  the  probability  of  this  notion,  it 
has  been  found,  on  the  moft  minute,  and  curi¬ 
ous  calculations,  repeatedly  made,  that  hardly 
five,  in.  an  Hundred,  Born,  and  arriving  to  what 
may  be  called  a  degree  of  Old  Age,  efcape 
an  infedtion,  from  this  malady  ! — -  I  hat,  of 
thde  fo  infedfed,  in  the  natural  way,  one,  in 
five,  or  fix  ;  or  two  in  eleven,  are  obferved,  to 
die  of  it ! — Whereas,  of  Patients  Inoculated,  the 
number  of  thofe  who  have  failed  under  it,  com¬ 
pared  with  that  cf  thofe,  who  have  recovered, 
las  not  been  fo  great,  as  Four  to  a  Thoufand  ! — 
A  Drop  of  water,  to  the  Ocean  ! — And  to  our 
own  records,  chiefly,  am  I,  in  duty,  and  rea- 
fon,  bound,  to  appeal,  on  this  occafion ! — Not, 
that,  if  this  remark  required  any  fupport,  it 
might  not  be  ftrengthened  by  collateral  evidence, 
of  no  lefs  amazing  fuccefs,  from  other  populous 
places,  in  thefe  kingdoms  ! — 

Upon  the  whole,  the  credit  of  Inoculation, 
(all  peevifh  or  perverfe  deputations,  apart)  un¬ 
der  the  fandtion  of  Divine  Providence,  mu  ft 
ftand,  and  depend,  upon  a  more  or  lefs  general 
perfuafion,  of  its  Expediency  !— — “  If  it  be  of 
<c  God,”  as,  we  truft,  it  is  fo,  maugre  all  con¬ 
tradiction,  it  will  prevail  and  profper  ! — and  we 
may  therefore,  with  greater  confidence  hope  for 

the 
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the  Perpetual  a  Dew  of  his  bleffing-”  upon  it ! — 
Was  it  of  Man  only — the  Benefits  arifing  from 
this  practice,  Hitherto  experienced,  will  approve 
its  merit! — and  ferve  to  Countenance  the  Appli¬ 
cation,  which  I  have  now  to  make,  and  to  con¬ 
clude  with. 

And  here,  I  have,  firft,  to  belpeak,  and  to 
addrefs,  our  general  praife,  and  thankfgiving,  to 
the  gracious  “  Author  of  every  good  word  and 
“  work  in  us,”  that  he  has  been  pleafed,  “  to 
<c  put  fuch  a  thing  into  our  hearts,”  as  under 
the  influence  of  his  providence,  to  be  made  In- 
ftrumental,  at  once,  to  the  advancement  of  his 
Glory,  and  the  Service  of  our  Poorer  Brethren  ! 
by  Co-operating  with  him,  (if  I  may  be  indulged 
the  exprefiion,)  in  the  Effectual  promotion  of 
both  thefe  ends  ! — And,  if  Our  gratitude,  in 
this  refpedt,  and  for  this  reafon,  be  a  Duty,  in  us, 
what  muff  Theirs  be,  who  have  been  the  Acflual 
and  more  Immediate  obieds  of  this  charity  ? — 
Many,  poflibly,  in  this  afiembly,  owing  not 
only  their  Prefer vation,  in  life,  but  even  their 
Profperity,  to  it ! — Whofe  fortunes,  and  fuccefs, 
in  it,  might  not  otherwife  have  been  obtained, 
with  fo  much  eafe,  and  readinefs,  had  they 
been  debarred,  or  affrightned,  from  a  Due  and 
Regular  purfuit,  of  the  bufinefs,  of  their  feveral 
callings,  either,  from  their  own,  or  their  friends 
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apprehenfion,  (for  them,)  of  incurring  the  dan¬ 
ger,  of  fo  Precarious  a  diftemper ;  in  confequence 
of  a  diligent,  and  necefiary  attendance,  upon 
each  refpedtive  branch,  of  publick  trade,  or 
commerce,  which  could  not  but  expofe  them 
to  fuch  hazard  ! — Nor  may  it  be  a  Confldera- 
tion,  altogether  unbecoming  the  ferioufnefs  of 
my  fubjedt,  that  even  thofe  Chara&ers,  which 
have  the  advantage  of  Birth,  and  Hereditary  Af¬ 
fluence,  in  this  world,  fo  as,  to  be  privileged, 
from  the  bare  letter  of  the  curfe,  pronounced 
upon  fallen  man,  and  his  pofterity, — that,  of 
u  eating  their  bread,  in  the  fweat  of  their 
“  face  — “  to  whom  God  has  given  all  things 
“  Richly  to  enjoy — would  have  been,  in  many 
cafes,  abridged  of  their  Innocent  pleafures,  and 
amufements, — (Juftifiable,  becaufe  Innocent,  in 
their  Exalted  ftations ;)  fuch,  I  mean,  as  are 
enough  conflftent  with  the  weightier  rules  of 
Religion  ;  and  which  ferve  to  add  an  Habitual 
Chearfulnefs  to  it, — had  not  this  Providential 
method  been  difeovered,  of  Guarding  them  from 
“  a  Peftilence,  which  walketh,”  equally,  “  in 
“  Darknefs,  as  at  Noon-day  !” — And  againft 
which,  without  the  immediate  interpofltion  of 
God’s  all-powerful  hand,  no  Human  wifdom  had 
been  capable  of  fecuring  them ! — iC  High  and 
u  Low,  Rich  and  Poor,  one  with  another  are 

proportionably 
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proportionably  debtors  to  this  Practice  !- — tc  O  ” 
“  come  then,  praife  the  Lord,  with  me  ;  and  ” 
“  let  us  magnify  his  name  together  ! — Let  us  ” 
<c  exalt  it,  in  the  congregation  of  his  faints ! —  ” 
“  and  tell  out  his  works  with  gladnefs ! — For  ” 
u  the  Lord  is  gracious  ; — his  mercy,  is  ever-  ” 
tc  lading ;  and  his  truth  endureth  from  gene-  ” 
“  ration  to  generation  !” — 

What  remains,  as  to  the  poor  difcharge  of  my 
own  more  particular  duty,  on  this  folemn  occa- 
don,  but,  to  with,  and  with  all  humble  mo- 
defty,  to  hope,  that  no  Countenance,  or  En¬ 
couragement,  may  ever  be  wanting,  to  the  Ad¬ 
vancement  of  “  this  work  and  labour  of  love  1”— 
which,  as  on  its  firft  Commencement,  c<  was 
“  it  not  a  Little  one  ?” — So  has  it,  in  its  progrefs, 
and  increafe,  hitherto  proceeded,  to  anfwer,  in 
the  general,  all  expectations  from  Private  Con¬ 
tributions  ! — Grateful,  as  we  are,  for  thefe  Re- 
fources,  yet,  is  it  too  melancholy  a  truth,  to  be 
concealed,  that  they  are,  dill,  inadequate  to  our 
wants,  to  PerfeCt  the  fcheme,  at  which  we  aim ; 
and  to  which,  the  Piety  of  our  Ambition,  would 
carry  it ! — We  have  on  the  lid  of  our  Governors, 
many  of  the  Fird  and  Nobled  Perfonages  of  thefe 
realms!^ — to  whofe  Liberality,  we  are  alike 
obliged,  as  for  the  Honour,  which  their  Names 
confer  on  our  inditution  ! — We  have,  at  fhe 
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head  oi  it,  as  of  every  other  Good  and  Chriftian 
defign,  the  lame  Great  and  Royal  Patron,  vouch¬ 
safing,  Still,  to  appear,  as  our  Peculiar  Tutelary 
Protestor,  under  God! — graciouily  continuing 
to  authorife  a  pradice,  Early,  favoured  by  him, — 
before  he  rofe  to  be,  as  he  is,  to  our  common 
happinefs, — the  King,  and  “  Nulling  Father  of 
“  his  people  !”  —  Inheriting  that  regard ,  to 
it,  which  owes  its  influence,  if  not  its  origin, 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  the  pious  example  of  his 
Wife,  and  Near  PredeceiTors — Providentially  En¬ 
couraged,  and  moft  Succefsfully  Experimented, 
by  them,  not  on  Ordinary,  Indifferent  Subjects ; 
but  even,  on  their  own  Deareft  and  Sacred  I  flue! 
— Peace,  and  Honour,  be  to  their  memory  ! — 
Under  fuch  aufpice,  and  the  prevalence  of 
fucb  High  and  Worthy  Characters,  United,  as  the 
Firm  and  Cordial  Friends,  to  this  Society, — to¬ 
w-hat  degree  of  Prosperity,  may  we  not,  in  time, 
Prefume  to  flatter  ourfelves,  that  its  moft  difin- 
terefted  endeavours  may  arife  ?— -They,  in  the 
mean  while,  however  Inferior  in  their  ftations, 
and  circum Stances,  of  life,  who  have,  on  their 
own  account,  or  that  of  others,  Happily  Lived  to 
bear  teftimony  to  the  benefit  ot  Inoculation, — 
lo  as,  in  either  cafe,  to  be  confcious  of,  and* 
enough  affeCted  with,  a  due  fenfe,  of  their 
efcape,  from  the  too  ufual  confequence  of  that 
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diftemper,  which  we  are  zealous  to  avert,  as  far 
as  Man’s  fhallow  knowledge  of  caufes,  and  ef¬ 
fects,  can  aid  our  endeavours  towards  this  end, — 
can,  furely,  need,  but  little  invitation  to  dif- 
charge  their  debt  to  God,  and  to  their  Poor 
Brethren,  by  “  caning  in  their  Mite,”  at  leaf!:, 
to  that  “  Treafury,”  to  which  “  the  Rich  have 
“  thrown  in  much!”  With  a  view,  not  more  to 
ferve  the  purpofe  of  One  Branch  of  our  defign, 
than  Jointly  to  promote  that  Other,  which  is 
connected  with  it ! — Each,  the  equal  objedt,  of  the 
tend erefl:  care,  and  moff  unwearied  diligence,  ex- 
ercifed,  in  their  refpedtive  provinces,  by  the  very 
Skilful  and  Humane  Curators  of  Both  Hofpitals! 

Suffer  me,  in  the  clofe  of  this  too  tedious 
difcourfe,  to  intreat  your  conftant  and  moff  ar¬ 
dent  prayers,  with  mine,— -that,  the  ends,  pro- 
pofed,  by  this  moff  excellent  Charity,  under 
the  influence  of  Divine  Providence,  may  not  al¬ 
together  Center,  and  be  Confined  within  the 
limits  of  this  Metropolis !— But,  that,  as  the  firft 
Salutary  Fountain  of  the  kind,  has  been,  Here, 
happily  Opened,  and,  by  gradual  progrefs,  En¬ 
larged,  to  the  notorious  advancement  of  the 
Publick  Good, — fo,  its  Streams,  may  be  Di¬ 
verged,  Multiplied,  and  Diffufed,  not  only  to 
the  Extreameft  comers  of  our  Mother  Country ; — 
but,  that,  every  wife  nation,  under  heaven,  as 
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One  Great  and  Proteftant  One  * ,  has  already,  done, 
may  copy  the  example,  and  alike  experience 
the  approved  effedts,  of  it ! — May  its  Benefits, 
be  acknowledged,  and  no  lefs  fuccefsfully  Ex¬ 
tended,  far  beyond  the  borders  of  our  own 
Eden  ;  fo  as,  (if  it  fhall  be  agreeable  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  will,  and  pleafure  of  our  Common  Gracious 
Creator  and  Preferver  of  all  men  ;)  “  to  water, 
<c  and  make  glad  the  face  of  the  whole  earth!” 

Hear  us,  O  God,  and  Father  of  mercies, 
when  we  thus  addrefs  our  fupplications  unto 
thee! — “  Profper  the  work  which  we  have  in 
“  hand  !” — and  “  in  Sincerity  of  heart,”  are 
Earned, andlndudrious,  by  every  Laudable  method, 
to  promote, — to  thy  Honour,  and  the  Welfare 
of  Mankind  ! — Continue,  or  even  Improve  thy 
Parental  care,  and  Divine  bleffing  over  it  i — Ac¬ 
cept  it,  as  a  fruit,  and  favour,  of  Righteoufnefs 
in  us,  through  the  only  'True  Righteoufnefs ,  in 
which  we  truft  for  Salvation, — that,  of  the  Em- 
phatical  “  Lord  ”  of  it, — “  the  Son  of  thy 
“  Love,” — our  mod  Compadionate  Saviour  and 
Redeemer,  Jefus  Chrid !  to  whom,  with  the 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghod,  Three  Perfons, 
in  one  Divine  Effence,  be  glory,  for  ever  and 
ever !  Amen , 
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PRAYER, 

Originally  compofed ,  for  the  Private  Ufe ,  of  a 
Perfon ,  preparing ,  y^r  the  Inoculation ,  of  the 
Smallpox y  fubmitted ,  to  the  like  Ufe ,  ^  other 
Patients ,  ^  y2z//z£  Circumfances . 

ALMIGHTY,  and  mod:  Merciful  God  ! — who  art 
the  Preferver,  as  well  as  Creator  of  all  Men  ! — 
Through  whofe  immediate  Care,  and  conftant  Watchful- 
nefs  over  me,  I  have  been  upheld  in  Life,  ever  fince  I  was 
born ; — I  Adore  and  Blefs  thy  Glorious  Name,  for  This, 
and  Every  Other  Inftance  of  thy  unmerited  Goodnefs, 
vouchfafed  unto  me  1 — O  continue  forth  thy  Loving-kind- 
nefs  towards  me,  at  this  Time,  more  efpecially  -y  when,, 
from  no  diftruftful  Thought  of  thy  Fatherly  Providence, 
no  Prefumptuous  Conceit  of  the  Power  of  Second  Caufes, 
which  are,  altogether,  in  thy  Hand,  and  under  thy  foie 
Direction,  I  purfue  the  Means,  Bleft  and  Authorized,  as 
I  humbly  hope,  through  thy  Grace  and  Sanction,  to  make 
my  Paflage  fafer  and  eafier  through  this  Life  5  and  to  Pro¬ 
long  the  Days  of  my  Pilgrimage,  in  it !- — 

“  Thoufands  have  fallen  befide  me ;  and  Ten  Thoufands 
<c  at  my  Right  Hand/’ — yet,  has  the  Plague,  which  amidft 
thy  various  Judgments,  has  long  fince,  gone  out,  to  vifit 
an  Evil,  and  Ungrateful  World,  Hitherto,  Overpaft  me  ! — 
u  Therefore,  will  I  praife  thee,  O  my  God  !~and  give  ,J 
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iC  thee  Thanks  for  ever ! — Whilft  I  live,  will  I  magnify 
*  thy  holy  Name  3  nor  forget  the  mighty  Benefits,  thou  ** 
€£  haft  done  unto  me  T— O  may  I,  yet,  be  Safe,  under 
the  Shadow  of  thy  Wings,  from  the  Deadly  Effects  of 
this  Contagion  !  To  this  End,  hear,  and  profper  my  moft 
Barneft  and  Fervent  Prayers,  jointly,  with  thofe  of  my 
Friends,  which  fhall  be  offered  up  to  thee,  in  order  to 
deprecate  thy  Wrath,  and  Avert  the  Stroke,  of  thy 
Avenging  Arrow,  far  from  me  ! — Grant  me  Patience,  and 
due  Refignation  to  thy  Divine  Will,  during  my  Approach¬ 
ing  Voluntary  Trial  under  it! — Give  me,  to  Believe,  and 
to  be  Satisfied,  on  the  ftrongeft  Conviction, — that  the 
Iffues  of  Life,  and  Death,  are  in  thy  Difpofal  3  and  that 
thou,  O  Lord,  only,  knoweft,  how,  in  thy  Wifdom, 
beft  to  appoint  them  !* — Be  this  Reflection,  my  great  Con- 
folation,  as  it  is  my  Faith  !  And  do,  thou,  O  Father  of 
Mercies,  and  God  of  all  Comfort,  into  whole  Hands,  I 
commend  myfelf,  fo  Allot  and  Order  the  Portion  of  my 
Inheritance  in  this  World,  that  amidft  all  the  Changes  and 
Chances,  of  it,  I  may  fo  pafs  the  Time  of  my  Sojourning 
here,  as  through  the  Merits  and  Mediation,  of  thy  Deareft 
Son,  my  bleffed  Redeemer  jefus  Chrift,  to  be  Hereafter 
admitted  to  thine  everlafting  Kingdom,  in  that  which 
is  to  come! — In  whofe  moft  holy,  and  comprehenfive 
Form  of  Prayer  I  fum  up  all  my  Wants  3  faying  3  Our 
Father ,  &c* 


/ 


I 


I 


* 


v 


/ 


/ 


‘SR 


1 

a 

ST%sgr<j 

